
Amelia Thibault: 

Hi, Covenant.  I hope you're enjoying Youth Sunday.  My name is Amelia Thibault.  I'm a senior 

at Conestoga, soon-to-be graduate.  I have been going to Covenant Youth Group since I was in 

sixth grade.  I don't really come to the services a lot, so that might be why you don't really 

recognize me.  Covenant's been a huge part of my life for the past six years, and I'm just going to 

talk a little bit about it, and talk about what I've learned, and how I've grown. 

 

So the first event I ever went to, I went to youth group, but we were talking about The Great 

Escape, and it seemed like so much fun.  I signed up right then and there.  And I was just so 

excited to go to a summer camp, but also to go with all these kids I just met.  And I went to Great 

Escape that year, and it was the most fun I've ever had at a camp, or summer thing, or anything.  

So I was so excited.  I grew super close to all of the girls in my grade, and everyone else who 

went that year.  And so I kept going to youth group, and it was so much fun.  I learned so much, 

but I also just was able to make so many new friends that were at my school, and just become 

part of such a wonderful, welcoming community.  And so I just kept going and, every year, I 

went to youth group.  I went on the winter retreats, the fall retreat, then Great Escape every 

summer.  And just some of my best memories of middle school and then high school are with 

Covenant, and with the youth group. 

 

Last summer, I spent two weeks straight with the youth group.  We first went to the Pittsburgh 

Project, and we were able to help a woman with her house, and we got to repaint the outside and 

make her porch all beautiful again, create a new drainage system for her gutters, and she was just 

such a blessing for all of us.  We had started the work, and she wasn't able to be home.  And we 

were all like, "Oh, I just want to meet her."  And when we finally did, it was just such a beautiful 

moment.  She was so welcoming, but also so thankful, and we really were able to see how all of 

our work was helping her.  But, at the same time, we were all having so much fun working, and 

painting, and getting messy, and just being with each other. 

 

And then we got to explore Pittsburgh for a little bit, and then we were right off to Great Escape 

for a work crew, which has been my favorite thing I've probably ever done.  We all get to stay in 

this sort of frat house dorm kind of building, and we just get to hang out, but we're also 

surveying, and learning more about ourselves, and helping the middle schoolers learn more about 

themselves.  And it's just the most fun I've ever had.  I've met so many great people through all 

of these programs, and adults, and kids who I know will always support me and will become 

great lifelines for me, even when I move away for college.  I just am so thankful that I was part 

of this community, and how many opportunities they've given me through the mission trips and 

working at Great Escape. 

 

The biggest thing besides all of that is the wonderful friendships that I've made.  Jess -- who is 

either before or after me, I don't know -- we've known each other since sixth grade, and we've 

gone through all of it together.  We've gone just through the highs and lows, and everything in 

between, and we've always been there for each other.  And she's just become such a wonderful 

friend throughout all these years who also gets to experience these wonderful moments with me.  

Another wonderful thing about Covenant that has really helped me is the wonderful music that 

the band plays.  I am not good at music at all, but just seeing everyone play the music, and really 

be able to be completely immersed in it has been just a beautiful thing that I've been able to be a 



part of almost every week.  Before I joined the Covenant Youth Group, I did not have a very 

strong relationship with God.  I was also just a middle schooler who didn't really care about most 

things. 

 

And so, after joining Covenant, my relationship with God was only strengthened.  I was able to 

see God in so many more ways than I ever thought possible.  I was also able to explain my 

feelings, and what I was going through, to a group of people who I knew would understand, but 

also respect and acknowledge, what I was feeling, even if it wasn't always all positive.  And it 

was just such a wonderful welcoming community to be able to go back to every week.  I was 

definitely very upset when we had to cancel youth group this spring, because I was so excited.  I 

finally had blocked off that time in my schedule.  I was going to be able to come every week, but 

now I try as much as I can to come to the Zoom calls.  And it's just so fun to see everyone's 

faces, and you know, that we're all still together, and we're still a youth group during these trying 

times. 

 

I can't wait to see everyone again in person, and play nine square in the air and all of our fun 

games, and see the band again.  So I'm really thankful and so happy that hopefully I'll be able to 

come back in the fall.  I don't know -- I'm very excited I'm going to be attending the University 

of Minnesota for civil engineering in the fall, so it's a little ways away, but hopefully on all my 

breaks and stuff I'll be able to come back, and see everyone, and get reunited with my friends and 

my second family.  Thank you so much for watching Youth Sunday.  I just am really excited for 

what the future holds, and I know that Covenant will be behind me no matter what.  Bye, guys! 

 

 

 


